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TICKETS
Storm of Stories has teamed up with The 
New Wolsey Theatre to provide the box 
office for this year’s festival.

Tickets for all events 
except The Nightingale can be booked:

	 online:	 wonderfulbeast.co.uk
	 by phone:	 01473 295900 via 
		  The New Wolsey Theatre
Tickets can then either be posted or 
collected in person at the relevant event.

Tickets for The Nightingale must be 
bought from Pro Corda and can be booked: 

	 by email:	 mail@procorda.com
	 by phone:	 01728 831354

VENUES
Aldeburgh Library 
Victoria Road 
Aldeburgh IP15 5EG

Leiston Library 
Main Street 
Leiston IP16 4ER

Leiston Abbey 
Barn Concert Hall 
Leiston IP16 4TD

RSPB Minsmere 
Nature Reserve 
Westleton IP17 3BY

The Pumphouse 
Jubilee Walk 
Park Road 
Aldeburgh IP15 5EU

The Pumphouse Marquee 
Jubilee Walk 
Park Road 
Aldeburgh IP15 5EU

Aldeburgh 
Primary School 
Park Road 
Aldeburgh IP15 5EU

 

would like to thank

All illustrations © LucilleClerc except the “Wonderful Beast” (above left) 
by Ralph Steadman. Graphic design: Charlie Behrens.
Wonderful Beast is a charitable company limited by guarantee in 
England and Wales no 340023 registered charity no 1064331

INFO/CONTACT
wonderfulbeast.co.uk
info@wonderfulbeast.co.uk | 01728 451408 
Wonderful Beast, 150 High Street 
Aldeburgh, Suffolk IP15 5AQ

The Aldeburgh Bookshop

Meet The Storyteller: 
Ben Haggarty  14  A

The Pumphouse 3.30-4.30pm | £6
Ben Haggarty - godfather of the storytelling 
revival, world-class storyteller and director of 
the legendary Crick Crack Club - tells stories, 
answers questions, and talks about why he tells 
stories for a living. 

Fairy Tales For Adults 1: 
Others From The Other Side w/ 
Clare Muireann Murphy  14  A   
The Pumphouse 9pm | £10 (students: £6)
Clare acts as an intermediary between two 
worlds, with stories of changelings, stolen 
children, deceptions and wild curses. Welcome 
to a liminal landscape where the light is a little 
too bright and the dark is very, very dark…

SUNDAY 1 MAY

Shakespeare For Children 
with Fred Sedgwick
The Pumphouse | £5
10.30-11.45am  8  – 11  & 12-1.15pm  12
Workshop by Fred Sedgwick introducing 
children to the wonders of Shakespeare and the 
magic of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Plus write 
your own piece of Shakespeare to take home.

Jack And The 12 Dancing  6  F  
Princesses w/ Ben Haggarty  
The Pumphouse 2-3pm | £6, family of 4: £20
A king is mystified by the dreadful condition of 
his twelve daughters’ shoes. An ancient English 
version of a story many people think they know. 

Return Of The Wildman  10  A

The Pumphouse 5.30pm  & 7.30pm 
£10 (students: £6)
SEE HIGHLIGHTS FEATURE

Fairy Tales For Adults 2: The 
Grateful And The Dead 
(aka The Companion) with 
Ben Haggarty  14  A   
The Pumphouse 9pm | £10 (students: £6)
Ben will lure you into the richly metaphorical 
world of a full-blooded fairytale. A story of 
dreams, initiations and the repayment of debts.

MONDAY 2 MAY

Wonderful Wildman Workshop 
with Bee Willey  U

The Pumphouse Marquee, 10.30am-12pm: 
collage and puppet making followed by
The Pumphouse 12-12.30pm: 
see your puppet come to life on a screen
FREE
Drop in and create your own Wildman shadow 
puppets with local illustrator Bee Willey, and 
delight in their magical effect and the stories you 
can make them tell.

Orla & The Sun  0-3

Aldeburgh Primary School 
10.30-11.30am & 2.30-3.30pm 
a: £5, children & babies FREE
SEE HIGHLIGHTS FEATURE

Fun Drum Surprise led by 
percussionist Jessica Palin  U

The Pumphouse 1.30-2.30pm | £3
Evoking scenes in a sound and rhythm 
exploration using a rich variety of instruments to 
suit all. 

Tales for Tea  U

The Pumphouse 4-5.30pm | £5
Storm of Stories reaches a glorious end with 
tea, cake and comic Suffolk tales told by local 
storyteller Stephen Bayfield, with step dancers 
Doreen West and Lenny Whiting, musicians 
Alvar Smith and Sylvia Hallett. All ages welcome, 
especially senior citizens.



PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
THURSDAY 28 APRIL 

Arty Mouse Workshop  2-5

Aldeburgh Library 10.30-11.30am 
Leiston Library 1.30-2.30pm | FREE
Come and be ‘arty’ with award-winning illustrator 
and author Mandy Stanley, the creator of Arty 
Mouse and all his wonderful friends. Pens and 
paper provided.

FRIDAY 29 APRIL

The Nightingale – 
A Community Opera  7  A  F

Leiston Abbey 7pm | a: £10, c: £5 
family (2 adults, 2 children): £25
SEE HIGHLIGHTS FEATURE & 
WORKSHOP ON SATURDAY 30 APRIL

SATURDAY 30 APRIL

Song Bird Guided Walk  11  A   
RSPB Minsmere Nature Reserve 
7.30-9.30am | £15
From booming bitterns and warbling warblers to 
the delight of the nightingale song, your guide 
will take you on a sound tour you won’t forget. 

Lettice - The Fairy Ball  2-5

The Pumphouse, 10-11am 
£3 (accompanying adults FREE)
Find your bunny ears and fairy wings and fly 
along to enjoy story time with Mandy Stanley, 
the creator of Lettice Rabbit. Includes 
illustration demo.

The Devil, The Tzar & 3  8  F  
Dried Biscuits w/ Ben Haggarty
The Pumphouse 11.30am | £6, family of 4: £20
A Russian tale in which a magical sack can solve 
all your hunger problems and a soldier bent on 
defying death learns that a game of cards can 
get you both in and out of trouble…

Nightingale Workshop with 
John Barber & Hazel Gould  U

Leiston Abbey 1.30-2.15pm | FREE
Meet the composer and librettist in an interactive 
workshop exploring the themes of the opera – a 
great introduction to the production. 

On The Heels Of The Hound w/ 
Clare Muireann Murphy  7  F

The Pumphouse 2-3pm | £6, family of 4: £20
Wallow in a mysterious land of warriors and 
one-eyed monsters where shape-shifters 
blur the line between this world and the 
ever-so-close ‘Otherworld’. ‘Truly fantastic’ — 
Everything Theatre. 

The Nightingale – 
A Community Opera  7  A  F

Leiston Abbey 3pm & 6pm | a: £10, c: £5 
family (2 adults, 2 children): £25
SEE HIGHLIGHTS FEATURE & 
WORKSHOP AT 1.30 PM

P.T.O.

Throughout the weekend Pop-Up Art Workshops 
and Story Corner  U   The Pumphouse Marquee, From 10.30 (each day) | FREE
Drop in and doodle, create a magical fantasy bird, or chill out in story corner and listen to 
a favourite fairy tale.

	 THE NIGHTINGALE – 
	 A COMMUNITY OPERA  7  A  F

	 Friday 29 April, 7pm + Saturday 30 April 3pm & 6pm
	 Leiston Abbey | a: £10, c: (u15) £5, families: £25 (2 adults + 2 children)

RETURN OF THE WILDMAN
Sunday 1 May, 5.30pm & 7.30pm | The Pumphouse | £10 (students £6)

A fter a sell-out performance in the High Tide Festival the Wildman is back! Most 
people who live locally have heard of the legend of the Wildman of Orford who 

was captured at sea and incarcerated in Orford Castle where he was tortured in an 
attempt to make him speak. Not only would he not oblige, but to the horror of the 
towns people he showed no respect for Christianity when taken to Orford Church. 
Who was this wildman… devil, merman, sea spirit? He finally escaped and found his 
way back to the sea and disappeared for ever. Or did he? Our story tells another tale, 
one in which his presence is very much still alive…
Martin Bonger as The Wildman		  Composer & Musician: Sylvia Hallett	 
Members of The Wonderful Beast Singers	 Writer :Thea Smiley 
Recorded voices of Orford and Aldeburgh	 Director: Alys Kihl 
		    school children 

ORLA & THE SUN 0-3  
Monday 2 May, 10.30-11.30am & 2.30-3.30pm
Aldeburgh Primary School | a: £5, children & babies FREE

T his magical, multi-sensory, interactive experience will transport all ages into a 
musical world that combines singing with dance and play. “Why are you always 

following me?” Orla asks the Sun one morning. It’s the beginning of a fantastic musical 
adventure - a sensory game of hide and seek which transforms the world in front of her 
eyes. As The Sun dances, Orla sings her journey and together they create a paradise 
of silken sun-rays, a forest, bees and a silver pond, all designed for babies to interact 
with and become part of the action. The show is followed by child-led free play with 
the audience and cast.
A musical performance written, composed and played by Jack Ross and Zoë Palmer.

Singer: Abimaro Gunnell	 Designer: Sarah Booth 
Dancer: David Ogle	 Director: Zoë Palmer 

A n Emperor believes he has everything he desires until word reaches him of a 
nightingale whose song delights all who hear her. On his orders she is captured 

and brought to court and he too is enchanted, until his attention is diverted by a more 
exotic bird...
Composed by John Barber, libretto by Hazel Gould, inspired by the Hans Christian 
Andersen tale. Students from Aldeburgh and Leiston Primary Schools and Alde Valley 
Academy, The Wonderful Beast Singers and Aldeburgh Young Musicians will perform 
alongside a professional cast featuring:

Omar Ebrahim as The Emperor	 Conductor: Natalie Murray 
Robert Anthony Gardiner as The Wicked Advisor	 Chorus master: Jessica Maryon-Davies 
Kirsty Hopkins as The Nightingale     	 Designer: Sarah Booth 
Louise Mosley as The Kitchen Maid	 Director: Freya Wynn-Jones 
Richard Court as The Mechanical Nightingale	

This is Wonderful Beast’s second community opera after the wild success of The Six Swans. 
‘It was wonderful to see the mix of participants and in such an amazing venue’ 
	 — praise for The Six Swans, Storm of Stories 2014

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS
Welcome to Storm of Stories 2016, A Fairy Tale Festival For All Ages, Wonderful 
Beast’s third celebration of myths, legends, folk and fairy tales brought to life by 
world-class artists and members of the community, through theatre, opera, storytelling, 
music, dance, and visual art. Taking place in Leiston and Aldeburgh, Wonderful 
Beast is providing opportunities and events for a wide age range, from interactive 
performances for babies and early years, an opera involving school children and 
students, workshop activities and storytelling for families, to performances of fairy tales 
for grown-ups by storytellers from the legendary Crick Crack Club. Not least will be 
comic tales told in broad Suffolk in an informal entertainment with step dancing and 
traditional music. Throughout the weekend there are free art workshops, impromptu 
music and readings of favourite tales in Story Corner, all washed down with scrummy 
food and drink from local suppliers. Whether it rains or shines come and join us and 
make your Bank Holiday a weekend to remember.
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for preschool children 
(with their carers)

0-3 for babies and toddlers 
(with their carers)
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not recommended for 
children below these ages

F Suitable for families

Suitable for adultsA

Suitable for all agesU

*where no red symbol appears, this is the minimum recommended age for the event.

age-appropriate content guide*


