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An Eastern European Folktale of Magic and Music
Thorington Theatre
Thursday 23 June at 16:30 and

. F|RST THE ey #ne ot
" DANCE.

THEN THE

FEAST

A poor man, with more children than he
can count, is threatened with expulsion
from his home. when the alternative to

paying higher rent is starvation.

But just as all seems lost. a mysterious
woman of the woods appears and gives
the poor man a violin that makes people

dance - whether they like it or not -
and a table that produces

an endless amount

of porridge and beans.

And so the enchantment
begins. and the poor man starts to make
use of his newfound pOWer.

But how can such a dance end?
Surely only with a feast.
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WOnderful Beast has been dramatising and

telling stories for 25 yﬁars. through a S _

myriad of ways, Music has been very much =~ | .
at the l\{eqrt of oury work. We aim to Y,:,a }ﬁﬁ“ \n\‘.
impact on The whole community, from =5 4/} “ .
early years to senior citizens. offering creative 4
opportunities. valuing everyone’s contribution. and mixing
up amateurs and professionals in an exhilarating shared
experience.

The idea for First the Dance. Then the Feast has long
been in the offing. | came across this beautiful Hungarian folk tal
several years ago. and imagined how it would make the perfect
vehicle for a music and dance-filled communily production. \,
And now after two years of Covid restrictions, the dream of
presenting live theatre again is finally being redlised.

The folktale has been a moveable feast, progressing from a

simple Telling To a theatrical interpretation with input fromall . 2
the creative team and the children. Songs have been comiosed. 2 Z
and thrilling Eastern European gypsy and klezmer music chosen. ﬁ

Traditional dances and songs have been learned in their own
languages. as bil by bit the production has been built. And for
the first time. this week. all the children and cast have met to A\
rehearse and perform together. with everything. hopefully. falling i
into place like a magical jigsaw puzzle.
We have loved working with dll the children and are so g
impressed by their talenls and commitment. We want to thank
the teachers and staff for their tremendous enthusiasm and S
support. and also Thorington Theatre. for the help we have r
received Towards presenting this production. -
We very much hope you enjoy this performance.

fﬁhjt AN,

Alys Kihl
Artistic Director
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N FOLKTALE. 80 CHILDREN. AND 24
RKSHOPS ACROSS 3 SCHOOLS
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, ~5 S our house s quite i

'. . [irst the Dance, Then the Feast concludes a series of four drama, dance and

Jﬁ,jﬁ: music workshops in three Suffolk primary schools- Handford Hall (Ipswich).
~ Holton St Peter (Halesworth). and Shape.
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0 children took part and we're delighted to have almost dll of them on
stage here together. They have contributed to the story. to the script
and to the choreography. Their ideas have been intelligent. original and witty.

d somet; .s nothing 4
which is exactly how we found these fabulous children themselves. 0 N mes OUr bredgf(os-‘ y 9 t Q//

Our artists have been working with the children in school to choreograph.
rehearse and produce the show we're delighted to present to you tonight.
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ELEANOR BECK

Eleanor is Suffolk-based and has worked with FolkEast. Latitude
Festival, Flipside and the Alde Valley Spring Festival. Eleanor has
worked with Wonderful Beast as Assistant Stage Manager on The
Last Woodwose (2019). written by Thea Smiley and directed

by Alys Kihl.

EMMA BERNARD

Emma directs performance for stage. screen. site-specific
locations and concert platforms. She has worked extensively for
Streetwise Opera most recently as Associate Artistic Director. and
has collaborated with many organisations including Almeida Opera,
Norwich Theatre Royal and the Barbican.

MARTIN BONGER

Martin is a theatre maker. His work includes The Collision of Things. Fat
Man. Messenger and This Crossing. He is a collaborator with director
Simon Day. and creates work with other theatre companies including
Green Ginger. Pins and Needles. and NIE. He was the solo actor in
Wonderful Beast's Return of the Wildman (2018). He has worked oh a
number of Radio 4 plays and as a dramaturg and writer.

" EMMA CLOSE-BROOKS

- Emma works as a freelance arts consultant in Suffolk and London.

She has been with Wonderful Beast since 2019 and project-managed

Lockdown Tales (2020). Bubblewrap (2021). and First the Dance. Then

the Feast. She also works with groups such as Poetry People and
the Walter de la Mare Sociely.

- ROB GILDON
Rob is an opera singer who lives in Suffolk with four dogs. nine
goats. nineteen chickens. four peacocks. bees and a tortoise.

He has worked with Garsington. the Orchestra of the Age of
Enlightenment. the Royal Opera House. among many others. He
regularly leads workshops for Streetwise Opera and Snape Maltings
as well as co-leading the Wonderful Beast singers.
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Hilary's is an actor based in Suffolk and London. Her theatre work
includes Alice in Wonderland. Treasure Island. The Merchant of Venice
for the Swan. and Charley's Aunt. She has been in Coronation Street.

Casualty. Waterloo Road and Doctors. She is a storyteller and often
works in schools. Hilary has been a workshop leader for First the
Dance and was the lead role in The Last Woodwose (2019).

MEG-ROSALEEN HAMILTON

Meg specialises in world and folk music. She sfudied in Romania with lautarii
(Roma musicians) and renowned Moldovan Gypsy violinist Marin Bunea She
has Toured extensively with She'Koyokh. hailed as the UK's "best klezmer and
Balkan band” and appeared in Amsterdam’s Concerfgebouw Aldeburgh's
Snape proms Brighton Dome. and WOMAD festivals. She regularly tours with
Kosmos Ensemble. Workshops include schools. prisons and hospitals.

ALYS KIHL

Alys established Wonderful Beast in 1997 and has produced and directed
nationdlly and internationally. In 2014 she formed the Wonderful Beast
Singers. who Barticipated in two community operas. and humerous
productions. In 2018 she directed Pearls from the Grit for Poetry People.
During Covid she instigated Lockdown Tales'. online storytelling for children
and Bubble Wrap. creative workshops on Zoom for over 65s.

JACKY LINNEY

Jacky Linney has a degree in Textile Design from Leeds University &

an Art Teachers' Diploma She screenprints and makes clothes & soft
furnishings. & runs printing workshops. She is a founder member of along
running craft co-operative. Jacky Jacky was the costume designer for
The Last Woodwose by Wonderful Beast and ran schools' screen printing
workshops in conjunction with the production

ROSY MAY

Rosy is a professional dancer and choreographer of Jamaican
heritage and has spent almost a decade studying and performing
traditional West African movements. She has a backgrounci:> in theatre
s0 stor\{‘telling is a common theme that she often fuses with her
choreography. Being very respectful to different cultures and peo?le
is part of what makes her work engaging but also truthful.
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DANIEL PEART
Daniel's. recent theatre work includes Dick Whittington - Norwich Thea
Royal. Tom Foolery. Hello Norma Jean Cleo Camping Emmanuelle and Dick -
MTP Theatre on the Coast. Daniel regularly stage manages for local Arts
Festivals including First Light., Out There. Spill. and the Norfolk & Norwich
Festival. Daniel also works as casual crew at Norwich Theatre Royal and
covers stage management roles on touring musicals.

MATT PRENDERGAST

Matt trained at Guildhall School of Music and Drama. Theatre credits
include Dracula The Untold Story. Heart 0f Darkness. Dr Blood's 0ld
Travelling Show. The Zero Hour (imitating the dog). The Six Swans
(Wonderful Beast community opera) Pericles (National Theatre). World
Cup Final 1966 (Beggarsbelief). Film credits include Guardians. | Am Lonely’
(Brainehownd Films).

MARTINA SCHWARZ

Martina Schwarz is a musician. composer. performer and choir
leader. She has composed and performed for the Arcola Theatre,
Sadlers Wells. Laban Theatre. Lilian Baylis Theatre, the Place. the
South Bank Centre, the Grant Museum (UCL), Spitalfields Festival
Little Angel Theatre. Norwich Puppet theatre and RADA. She has
collaborated with Wonderful Beast on several occasions.

ANUSHA SUBRAMANYAM

Anusha is a dance maker and teacher. She is a champion for South
Asian and inclusive dance. She has received numerous awards. including
the Asian Women Achievement Award in Culture 2011. She curates The
Dance Festival Croydon and frequently works with Wonderful Beast as
4 Berformer (Little Red Chunni: Strange Fish: Six Swans). and as Movement
L4 Director and Choreographer.

% ¥ BOGDAN VACARESCY

Bogdan is a graduate of the Conservatoire of Music in Bucharest and the
Royal Academy of Music in London as a student of Gzolg.z Pauk. He has toured
the world leading Balkan band Paprika. He performs traditional music from
Romania the Balkans and Eastern Europe. Specidiising in undiscovered music.
reviving and reinterpreting folk dances and gypsy tunes He has collaborated
with Nigel Kennedy. She'Koyokh and many successful ensembles in the UK.

HUGE THANKS TO..

IVAN CUTTING. JESS BAKER and all the team at Eastern Angles Theatre Company.
for providing Wonderful Beast with the use of the Sir John Mills Theatre in Ipswich
for our workshops with Handford Hall Primary School during April. May and June,
as well as providing funding towards our workshop leaders.

The fabulous staff and children of HANDFORD HALL PRIMARY SCHOOL, HOLTON ST
PETER COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL. and SNAPE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL for their
flexibility. quickness To learn and eagerness fo make This show a success. It has
been an absolute pleasure working with all of you.

FFIONA LEWIS and CRISPIN KELLY for the use of their beautiful barnin Brandeston,
for our Research & Development Residency in March and our rehearsals over the
past week.

Our BOARD OF DIRECTORS: LUCY ROWAN-ROBINSON (chair). BETH FRANKLIN, FERNANDA
HERFORD. LOESJE HOUGHTON. ALYSON TIPPING. We are hugely grateful for their
support. enthusiasm. hospitality and wisdom.

Volunteers. partners, children and advisors including flyer distributors. bed
roviders. counsel and accommodation givers: MARIANNE & PAUL BEAMISH. OLIVER
E JEMIMA CLOSE-BROOKS, BETH. JONATHAN & OLIVIA FRANKLIN, CLAUDE HARZ. FERNANDA

& GEORGE HERFORD, ALEN MATTICH. TIM & LUCY ROWAN-ROBINSON and THEA SMILEY.

The team at LEISTON PRESS for their speedy and superb printing of all our flyers.
posters and programmes.

Our extraordinary venue THORINGTON THEATRE. who've been supportive and
ready To adapt to this unusual project.

LOVISA THORP. our faithful book-keeper and former administrator.

We would also like To thank: Councillors ANDREW REID and INGA LOCKHART of the
Suffolk County Council, the BARBARA WHATMORE CHARITABLE TRUST, LIMBOURNE
TRUST. FITTON TRUST and SCARFE FOUNDATION. the HILL FAMILY GRANTMAKING FUND, WN
ESTATES FAMILY FUND, SUFFOLK GIVING FUND, WOODWARD FUND, HARRIS FAMILY FUND and
all our FUNDERS. FRIENDS, DONORS and SPONSORS. without whom this project could

not have happened.
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ARTS COUNCIL SUFFOLK —

ENGLAND

[ Foungation
Wonderful Beast, 150 High Street, Aldeburgh. Suffolk IP15 5AQ - 07909 520 060

Wonderful Beast is a charitable company limited by guarantee in England and Wales.

Company no. 03400233: registered charity no. 1064331.
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BEN WARDLE

WWW.BENWARDLEFINEART.NET

COLUMNTRYSIOE ARTTST  COMMISSI0MS

original arwork available o view at
Regara Restaurant, Aldeburgh
The Plough 8 Sail
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NEXT EXHIBITION 39 NOV 2022
THE QUAY GALLERY, SNAPE MALTINGS

benwardlefinearg@gmail.com
07815 463 944




